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be tried out between the republics of the Western Hem- 
isphere between themselves. The era of good feeling 
may well begin at home. 



ALFRED HERMANN FRIED 

Alfred H. Fried, of Vienna, Austria, died in that 
city May 6, 1921. In his death the peace move- 
ment lost one of its best known and most active disciples. 
Dr. Fried was born in Vienna, November 11, 1864. 
He became a publisher, and, later, under the influence 
of Madame Bertha von Suttner, he became a profes- 
sional pacifist. In 1892 he founded the first of the 
German peace societies and edited many reviews and 
publications of that organization. Beginning in 1899, 
he began the publication of his journal, known as Die 
Friedens-Warte, to which he himself contributed many 
articles relating to international life. For a number of 
years his principal purpose as a journalist was to win to 
the cause of international peace the German professors 
of international law. Beside his professional contribu- 
tions to peace journals, many of them appearing in the 
Advocate of Peace, Dr. Fried published other peace 
works, the ones best known to us in America being "Pan 
America," published in Berlin, 1910, and his Handbuch 
der Friedenslewegung, published in Leipsic, 1905. It 
is probably because of this last work, setting forth many 
of the fundamental problems of pacifism, juridical in- 
ternational achievements of our time, and setting forth 
a history of the peace movement, accompanied by biog- 
raphies of well-known peace workers, that he received 
jointly with Prof. T. M. C. Asser, a member of the 
Dutch Council of State, the Nobel Peace Prize in 1911. 
In the winter of 1907-8 he spent several weeks in the 
United States, during which visit he. spent no little time 
with his friend, the then Secretary of the American 
Peace Society and editor of the Advocate of Peace, 
Dr. Benjamin F. Trueblood, between whom there was 
for many years a warm and intimate friendship. We 
have no doubt that Dr. Fried is another of that school 
of devoted peace workers of the pre-war days who has 
died of a broken heart. In a pamphlet published in 
August, 1917, Dr. Fried denied that America had en- 
tered the war for selfish motives. Somewhat later he 
severely attacked the German rulers, accusing them of 
causing the war ; but the estrangement between him and 
many of his former co-workers, especially in France, 
evidently affected him profoundly. Thus he found him- 
self deprived of many of his friends at home and abroad. 
In December last he was practically without a home in 
his native city. But of course the fact is that Dr. Alfred 
H. Fried has rendered a conspicuous service to that 
movement among men calculated yet to overthrow the 
hideous system of war. 



WAR'S POISON SQUAD 

None of our readers can afford to omit reading the 
brief but profoundly suggestive article by Mr. 
Lawrence on "Preparedness." From official documents 
and recent addresses of chemists, it would be easy to 
deepen the horror which this brief bit of "realism" cre- 
ates. But it is not necessary. The fact is that had the 
war with Germany and Austria lasted but a few months 
longer the American military forces would have given a 
demonstration to the world that in all future wars the 
Powers, to quote a former president of the American 
Chemical Society, will be able to "swoop down upon 
humanity with vast and devilish chemical resources." 
Since the armistice the military staffs of all the com- 
batants, so far as their finances have allowed, have been 
developing what is known as "chemical warfare service," 
the race for supremacy in capacity to poison combatants 
and civilians having now become as acute as the race 
formerly was to lay down keels of battleships and 
cruisers. 

If a taxpaying, war-hating, humanitarian who hap- 
pens to be a "mere citizen" ventures to criticize this use 
of applied science for devastating ends he is told that in 
reality it is a move toward peace. The thesis is that the 
more horrible war is known to be, the less likely govern- 
ments and peoples will be to rush into it. To which our 
answer is, "Q. E. D." Mass psychology does not seem 
to work that way. 

As for scientists who serve governments in making 
warfare more terrible, they have their own consciences 
to reckon with; and most of them seem to have argued 
themselves into believing that national duty calls them 
to aid of militarism. Professor Soddy, the eminent Eng- 
lish chemist, thinks otherwise, and will not become a 
party to betrayal of his own personal and professional 
ideals, even at the call of "patriotism." 

However, action in the premises need not be left to 
individual conscience to decide. International jurists 
have a special duty to perform, singly and collectively. 
Teachers of ethics, in and out of the pulpit, could do 
much to shape public opinion, if they would. Moreover, 
heads of government, if really pacific and humanely in- 
clined, could stop competition in this field before it goes 
so far as to get deeply entrenched, especially in the 
"interests" of manufacturers of the poisons that are to 
be used. In this connection it may be well to recall the 
fact that the Allies, with all their proposed and actual 
restrictions on Germany, never have suggested control 
of the basic industries that furnish the poisons that Ger- 
many undoubtedly will use if and when she fights again. 
The leading expert in the United States in chemical 
warfare has urged on the' United States action in re- 
straint of the German dyestuffs industry, and he does it 
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precisely on the ground that so long as any nation is not 
subject to some law of definite production in this field it 
cannot be said to be "disarmed" or to be a safe neighbor 
or rival. He would have Germany disarm chemically as 
well as by land and sea. 



"THE NEWS AND NOTHING BUT 
THE NEWS" 

The Board of Directors of the Associated Press, 
at the recent annual meeting of that co-operative 
news collecting and distributing agency, said in its 
formal report : "Abroad we expanded our news resources 
as conspicuously as at home. We depend less upon 
European agencies and more upon our own trained 
staff newsmen." This fact is due in part to the dis- 
closures of the war, and after, as to how perverted for 
European and Asiatic ends news not sent through wholly 
American channels was and had been for years. While 
it is of the utmost importance that collectors and for- 
warders of foreign news to the United States should 
have "the international mind," it is equally true that 
they must be able to get through to their reading con- 
stituency the real facts which their own "nationals" 
should know. The recently resigned Ambassador from 
the United States to Great Britain, Hon. John W. 
Davis, who hereafter is to be legal adviser for the Asso- 
ciated Press, speaking to its directors and main clients, 
has just said that our foreign policy has become and will 
hereafter be the most important feature of our national 
life. In which case, he added, it is of supreme impor- 
tance that public opinion be based only upon "informa- 
tion transmitted from abroad with exactness." Never 
did a diplomat, active or retired, speak a truer word. 
The task of any news collecting and distributing agency 
grows more difficult in precise proportion as it tries to 
live up to this ideal. It may be geared to report political 
and diplomatic facts accurately and yet fail wholly in 
the field of economics and social ethics. 

A latter-day development in the business of collecting 
and transmitting news, at least so far as the United 
States is concerned, is the legislation endorsed by the 
executive department, which provides that government- 
owned radio stations shall serve as transmitters of news, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy. 
Whether obstacles to free, swift, and sure transmission 
of news gathered by American correspondents comes 
from American cable and radio companies or from for- 
eign governments' censors, the government intends to 
overcome the opposition by using agencies for which the 
American people tax themselves and upon which they 
have a right to rely. It is true that in some cases it is 
a form of governmental competition with privately 



owned business ; but high court decisions are too numer- 
ous now for any opposition basing an appeal against the 
new policy on the ground of impairment of vested, pri- 
vate rights. Social needs rise above anything else; and 
if any corporations or governments challenge this claim 
they will be defeated in the court of public opinion. 
The American people want the truth about world hap- 
penings, and they intend to have it. 



THE AMERICAN GROUP OF THE INTER- 
PARLIAMENTARY UNION 

The American Group of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union ought to have no little influence upon 
America's foreign policy. This statement is justified 
by the outcome of a special meeting of the Group held 
in the Caucus Eoom, House Office Building, Washing- 
ton, D. C, May 9, 1921. Senator William B. McKinley, 
president of the Group, called the attention of the gen- 
tlemen present to three matters of immediate interest 
to the members: First, to the selection of delegates to 
the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Union at Stockholm, August 16-18, next; 
second, to the recommendations submitted by the Secre- 
tary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in behalf 
of the Council; third, to the importance of inviting the 
new members of the Congress to become members, of the 
American Group. Bepresentative Theodore E. Burton, 
of Ohio, a member of the Group since 1904, briefly out- 
lined the history of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and 
something of his ten years as a member of the Council. 
Mr. Burton related a number of his personal experiences 
at various meetings of the Union, particularly in Lon- 
don, 1906; in Paris, 1911, and at The Hague, in 1913. 
He expressed the view that the parliamentarians of the 
world are confronted with an unprecedented opportu- 
tunity to serve in the cause of international justice. He 
appealed to the old members of the American Group to 
retain their membership and to the new members of the 
Congress to join with the efforts to promote finer fra- 
ternity among the parliamentarians of the world. Rep- 
resentative A. J. Montague, of Virginia, also urged upon 
those present the importance of the opportunity await- 
ing the Inter-Parliamentary Union, adding that every 
member both of the Senate and of the House should 
join the American Group. 

A letter from Lord Weardale, of Great Britain, Presi- 
dent of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, a letter which 
was countersigned by Dr. Christian Lange, Secretary 
General, under date of April 15, was read, together with 
a set of resolutions passed by the Council of the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union at Geneva, April 12, 1921. The 
letter and resolutions were referred to a special com- 



